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Construction required to make the zoo compliant with
the Americans with Disabilities Act continues in full
swing with lots of excavation to install new sidewalks,
cart paths and viewing areas. Renovations to both
the front entrance and main pavilion will include new
restrooms and extend both buildings for greater
capacity. If construction continues at the current
pace, we anticipate the zoo will remain closed
through the end of the year and are hopeful for an
early 2021 reopening.

FOZ animal enrichment volunteers continue to help us 5 days a week in limited numbers
to ensure compliance with social distancing. They visit our goats, sheep, pigs, mini
horses, zebu steer, parrots, Bling (emu) and petting zoo animals to provide treats,
walkabouts and special care that our keepers are not able to provide. Their dedication
and caring is very much appreciated by staff and animals during this closure.

We also have several plant volunteers that are at the zoo weekly to help us maintain
landscaping as best they can. It is not always easy to work around the many areas of
the zoo which are all under construction at the same time. We are very grateful that they

are here to help keep the plants
healthy and weeds under control until
we can reopen.

As work progresses and the
construction schedule is updated, we
will keep you posted. In the
meantime, take care, be safe and stay
healthy.

Pam Mizuno
Zoo Director
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Thank you to the many people who voted in our most
recent election for Board officers and Board members.
We are delighted to report the re-election of Pat
Engelhard as President, Jean Jasina as Vice President,
and Arla Meyer as Secretary. We welcome Nancy
Crawford as our new Treasurer; we are so pleased that
Nancy has allowed us to tap her financial expertise and
that she is willing to take on this busiest position on the
Board. We are also happy that Joy Katada, Shey Kraves
and Dolores Coulson are continuing as Board members.

The FOZ elections were held by email and USPS mail instead of in-person at  Annual Meeting, 
which is usually held towards the beginning of August.  Mainland FOZ members were able to 
vote this year, and many did.  Several of them also sent donations. 

We are so grateful to all who donate during this pandemic because our usual sources of income
have almost dried up. The Zoo gift shop and the donation box at the entrance to the zoo were
our primary sources of funds pre-Covid. From those sources we paid expenses like treats and
equipment for the resident animals, farrier work for our hoofed animals, insurance expenses
and exhibit improvements, all of which are necessary whether or not the Zoo is open. All those
expenses have come due during the Covid closure. So please know that those donations are so
appreciated by the Board.

The combination of the ADA compliance work and the COVID closure, which both started in
March, and the Alala Aviary Project, which started in 2019, have impacted our finances. For
instance, Gift Shop Sales were 60% of our income in the 2018-2019 fiscal year and about 80%
of our expenses. But with an additional 38% of our income coming from donations, we were
several thousands of dollars in the black.

This fiscal year (2019-2020), with the loss of sales from the gift shop and the loss of donations
from the box at the entrance, our gift shop income and donation income were about the same
percentage, 57% and 39%, but were tens of thousands of dollars less, while our expenses were
just about the same. With the Zoo being closed until at least the end of this year, our income
will remain low and we will be dipping into our savings to support the Zoo and the animals.
Again, this makes the donations by our friends from near and far so valuable to us. Many, many
thanks for your support.

Further details of the finances in the last two fiscal years are on page 3.

Pat Engelhard, President 
Friends of the Pana`ewa Zoo
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Financial Operations Report



“Night Walkers” at our  Zoo

These cute little guys are small mammals 
with a body length of 16-30 inches and a 
tail as long as their body.  They weigh about 
6.5 pounds with males being a little larger.  

Their fur is soft and wooly, and yellowish-
brown in color. They have dark brown faces 
and large adorable brown eyes.

Kinkajous are noisy animals. They 
scream shrilly when feeding and bark 
when disturbed.

Lilo and Stitch arrived at the zoo on 
August 5, 2003. Lilo, the female, was 
born March 1, 2003 and Stitch, the 
male, was born January 1, 2003. 

The kinkajou is commonly called “Honeybear” and is known as the "night walker" in 
Belize. It is a nocturnal animal which lives in the upper canopy of the tropical forest, 
foraging at night and spending the day in low trees or lying on limbs. Kinkajous feed 
mainly on fruits and insects. In the dry season of Belize, they often eat flowers for their 
nectar.

The kinkajou is extremely agile and fast, traveling quickly along the treetops, jumping 
noisily from tree to tree. The long prehensile tail is used to balance and hold on while 
traveling among the treetops. The kinkajou is one of the most common tropical forest 
animals seen.  A strong flashlight beam aimed at the canopy will often reveal a kinkajou 
by its tremendously bright ‘eye shine’, which can be seen from a great distance

The kinkajou ranges from Southern Mexico to Southern Brazil, and are found in a variety 
of habitats, from mature tropical forests to heavily disturbed and secondary forests.

Lilo and Stich

Lilo and Stich love fruit, such as grapes, but bananas are their favorite. 
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*While the official name of the ‘Zoo’ is The Pana’ewa Rainforest Zoo and Gardens, our 
corporation is Friends of the Pana’ewa Zoo (FOZ), and one of the primary purposes of FOZ is to 

promote  “the Pana’ewa Zoo and Gardens".  (Ed.)
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Don’t forget the Gardens
Mike Newman

Yellow star orchid; always impressive. 

As a relatively new member of the FOZ
board and a plant fanatic, I want to raise
greater awareness of the Gardens part
of our mission*, to recognize the
organizations that make these the most
beautiful gardens in the Hilo area, and to
emphasize how appreciation of the plant
life at the Zoo enhances the overall visitor
experience.

In 1978, the zoo was moved to its current
location to take advantage of the rainforest
environment. Over the years, multitudes of
plants have been added. It takes the
combined efforts of County of Hawaii
employees, local plant societies, monetary
and plant donations from visitors and
residents, and the hard work of volunteers to
produce the garden environment we find at
the Zoo today.

extensive plantings of a variety of plant
species, including Palms, Bamboos, Orchids,
Vireya, water plants and many more. The
Palm Society, Orchid Society and Vireya
Society continue to be active by providing new
plants, maintenance and volunteer staff.
Many other local organizations also provide
volunteers for special landscaping projects.

The Lily pond at the zoo entrance.

Cattleya orchid; one of  many beautiful 
orchids seen throughout the zoo.  

Many of the local plant societies have
supported the beautification of the zoo with



Volunteers from Kamehameha School
provide labor and knowledge to develop the
Hawaiian Gardens adjacent to the new Alala
aviary. In addition, the zoo receives support
from the County of Hawaii senior
employment program and unpaid volunteer
gardeners. The lawns must be kept
trimmed, branches trimmed back, and
weeds pulled. This is all in addition to the
routine day to day animal care.

Recently a small collection of Heliconias and
Ginger have been added near the lower end
of the Tiger enclosure. If you look up, you
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will see a new collection of Stag Horn ferns
mounted on some of the trees.

When the zoo reopens please visit and enjoy
the animals in their rainforest surroundings and
all the exciting new plants that have been
added as well as the existing ones. Remember
not every bloom is at eye level. Look up in the
trees for orchids and other amazing blooms
and look around you as you walk between
animal exhibits.

One of the newly introduced Heliconias.  

The Staghorn fern, are air plants, they 
happily grow on trees.

From time to time we will include more
information about the development of the
gardens.

The tropical rhododendron, Vireya 

Giant Pink Shell Ginger



Zoo Director
Pam Mizuno

2020 Calendar
Board Meetings
09 September  

07 October  
04 November  
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Board of Directors

Pat Engelhard - President

Jean Jasina - Vice President

Arla Meyer - Secretary

Nancy Crawford - Treasurer

Dolores Coulson - Newsletter, Adoptions

Beth Dean - Membership

Barbara Thomason - Gift Shop

Mike Newman - Plants

Babette Mohan - Board Member

Shey Kravas - Board Member

Joy Katada - Board Member

Marlene Medeiros - Board Member

Lisa Nelms - Board Member
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Emeritus
Faith Elarionoff

Nina Bremer


