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PANA’EWA ZOO
Winter 2021

Christmas at the Zoo

Christmas at the zoo was back this year. It’s such fun
to watch the animals get their Christmas treats. The
monkeys got bananas, water melon and small boxes
of raisins and peanuts. The tigers’ favorites were the
frozen bones … but what might be in those Christmas
boxes?

F R I E N D S  O F  T H E  P A N A ’ E W A  Z O O  N E W S L E T T E R

Visitors anticipate the arrival of the Bengal tigers.
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Everyone seemed to favor the water melon
this year. The monkeys, lemurs and Glory,
the pot-bellied pig, went directly to them.
However, Kiba, one of our Capuchin
monkeys, seen below, was more interested
in what was in the Christmas box .

All the birds received a variety of nuts and grapes. Rowdy, above left, went
straight for the macadamia nuts, while Iggy, on the right, got some fresh eggs,
which she cracks with her beak.
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Eric’s Orchid Corner
There are few orchids in bloom around the zoo just now. Clumps of
Bulbophylum laxiflorum and Cishweinfia pusilla, which can be seen on a
palm near where the lemurs used to be, have been my favorites of late.

Some theft of mounted orchids (3 or 4 ) near the picnic area was noticed.
This is not uncommon and just a risk of placing pretty things in public LOL!
Generally, however, more orchids are lost to rot or drought than to theft at
the zoo. There used to be a tree at the zoo near the pavilion I referred to
as the “The Gift Tree.” Seems half the orchids that I placed there grew
legs - if not wings. Over the years I learned where plants were more likely
to be taken. In these places I would instruct volunteers to practice
mounting orchids that we had a glut of at that time. Sometimes plants
stayed - sometimes not. As always at the zoo, keep looking up. You never
know what will be in bloom.

Watch for the next issue on “Orchid Collectors” in the March 2023
Newsletter.

I received a generous donation of
cattleya type orchids November
20th. They will be finding their way
to the trees as volunteers come
back to help mount them.

Some of the orchids that were
rescued from trees taken down
during construction are being
prepared to go back up on trees.

Cishweinfia pusilla

Oncidium Twinkle Bulbophylum laxiflorum
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Lorna Higashi-Tsue retires after 33 years working at the Pana’ewa
Rainforest Zoo, where she was second in charge.

Lorna was a calming influence on the workings at the zoo. A
genuinely nice person who now intends to spent her next years
hiking, camping and fishing.

She will be missed by everyone: zoo staff, zoo volunteers; and gift
shop staff - as well as all the zoo animals. We wish Lorna the very
best in her retirement.
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President’s Message

Now that your new and improved Zoo has been open for a few months, and
our attendance has improved, we are learning again the value of volunteers.
Not only are dependable, knowledgeable, enthusiastic people needed to work
on the Animal Enrichment Team with critters including goats, sheep, mini
horses, mini pigs and birds, but we also need help in the gift shop. If you are
able to consistently devote time, and you like working with people, you can find
a slot in our gift shop too. We would like to reactivate the volunteer Zoo
Docent Program too, but it will take some time to get that program up and
running again. Let us go into the needs for these volunteer categories. Each
volunteer needs to be at least 18 years of age.

For Animal Enrichment: In
addition to being consistently
dependable, you need to be willing
to be at the Zoo on Wednesdays
from 12 noon to 1:30 to work in the
Petting Zoo area. Duties include
taking care of guinea pigs, rabbits,
ducks, chickens and chinchillas.
That includes cleaning their cages,
removing extraneous matter from
their fur, feeding and watering them.
There are also goats, horses and
sheep to walk, and pigs and birds to
work with.

For Zoo Gift Shop: Consistent
dependability is also a prerequisite
for volunteering in the Gift shop.
Our Gift Shop Manager needs you
to devote at least 3 hours per day
on a day that will meet with her
shop schedule. The gift shop is
open whenever the Zoo is open, so
usually seven days a week. It is
also the entrance to the Zoo. A
short list of duties would include
greeting and familiarizing first timers
to the Zoo, cleaning and sanitizing
high touch areas, refilling and
arranging merchandise, and
assisting customers.
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For Zoo Docent:  This is another volunteer station that needs commitment and 
consistent dependability.  This long dormant program usually has our volunteers 
escorting school groups around the zoo and talking about the inhabitants.  Some 
knowledge of animal behavior is a good thing and patience with youngsters is a 
necessity.  The Docent-to-be would also need to attend training sessions with a 
former Zoo Manager before joining the Docent Team.  

If you are interested in any of these volunteer opportunities which demonstrate 
our commitment to our gem of a Zoo, you may sign up on our website at 
hilozoo.org.

Pat Engelhard – FOZ President
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The Pana’ewa Rainforest Zoo is looking for responsible people who are willing
to commit to spending time on Saturdays between 1:30-2:30 helping with the
petting zoo. The petting zoo is a highlight of the weekly activities. You’ll be
expected to answer questions about the animals that live in the petting zoo.

If you are interested and are willing to commit to 1.5 hours on Saturday
afternoons, please contact Barbara Thomason at volunteers@hilozoo.org.

Volunteers Also Wanted at 
the Petting Zoo

https://www.hilozoo.org/
mailto:volunteers@hilozoo.org
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Animal Adoption Donate

Visit the Gift Shop
If you are looking for a Christmas
gift for the kids, family or friends, we
have something for everyone:
T-shirts, plush animals of all kinds,
and much more. Why not visit the
zoo and then do some of your
Christmas shopping at the Gift
Shop; maybe reward yourself with
some ice cream when your done!

(808) 959-9233 
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As a nonprofit we rely upon the generosity of supporters like you to help us
maintain our status as the only zoo in the United States located in a rainforest.

Donations and Symbolic Animal Adoptions support the Friends of the
Pana’ewa Zoo mission to promote the Zoo, educate visitors, provide for special
animal needs, enhance the lives of the resident animals, nurture the rainforest
environment of the zoo, and encourage compassion towards animals.

For just $35 per adoption package, you receive a description of the animals, a
photo, and certificate of adoption, and most importantly you will help ensure
the future of the Pana’ewa Rain Forest.

Donations & Animal adoption 

https://www.hilozoo.org/animals-store/
https://www.hilozoo.org/product/donation-2/
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Pat Engelhard – President
Jean Jasina – Vice President
Pat Engelhard – Secretary
Nancy Crawford – Treasurer
Dolores Coulson – Newsletter
Lea Kaneta-Ogata  - Membership
Barbara Thomason – Enrichment
Mike Newman – Plants
Joy Katada – Board Member
Faith Elarionoff – Board Member
Marlene Medeiros – Board Member
Evelyn Burnett – Board Member
Susanne Garfield– Board Member
Shey Kravas – Board Member
Nina Bremer - Emeritus

Board of Directors
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Membership Renewal

The successes of the Pana’ewa Rainforest Zoo are possible only with the 
support of our dedicated members – people like you!

Many challenges lie ahead in the coming year, and we hope that we can count 
on your continued commitment.   

Please renew your 
Friends of the Pana’ewa Rainforest Zoo membership

Today!

Your membership includes the FOZ newsletter and a 10% discount on all items 
in the zoo gift shop.   To renew your membership online CLICK HERE or if you 
wish to send a check you may download the MEMBERSHIP FORM.  NEW this 
year, you can also renew your membership at the zoo giftshop.  

Memberships will be effective
February 1, 2022 through January 31, 2023

Friends of the Pana’ewa Zoo is a Non-Profit Organization: 501(c)3, Federal ID 99-0248039. 
Donations are tax deductible.

Happy 
Holidays!

https://www.hilozoo.org/membership/
https://www.hilozoo.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/membership-form-for-website-Google-Docs.pdf

